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‘We live in an imperfect world’ Vincent Jambawo 

We live … and possibly die … in the imperfect tense. This isn’t just me being 
pedantically boring about grammar and syntax as some cynics would 
suggest. Of course, having been a student and teacher of language and 
literature for the greater part of my working life, I may well have the 
shadowy resemblance of that caricature. The truth, however, is that you can 
only ignore the imperfect tense at your own peril because some of the 
deepest moments of human experience are expressed in the imperfect 
tense. Virtually every known language has a form expressing or denoting this 
small verb tense with such seismic impact on human evolution. If you think 
about it, we live in an imperfect world leading imperfect lives despite the 
mask of self-sufficiency we always want to put on. 

You may (or you may not) now be asking what imperfect tense are you 
talking about. So, let me bore you all with the basics. If Wikipedia is right, 
‘the imperfect tense is a verb form, found in various languages, which 
combines past tense (reference to a past time) and imperfective aspect  
   (a reference to a continuing or repeated event or state)’.  
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The more reliable Cambridge Dictionary says, the imperfect tense is used to 
describe a completed event that occurred over a period or an event that 
occurred within an event. Other learned scholars put it in different ways. The 
definitions don’t necessarily make one any the wiser, partly because the 
imperfect tense is such a ubiquitous yet so nuanced a verb form that it is 
impossible to capture it precisely outside concrete examples in a specific 
language. So here are some examples of the imperfect tense in English: 

I was eating strawberries. 

My children were watching television. 

I used to play rugby when I was younger. 

I will resist the temptation to elaborate on these examples and move straight 
to my favourite illustration of the imperfect tense in action … excuse the pun. 
My example isn’t from the English language but from the Greek New 
Testament in the story of ‘two men on their way to a village called Emmaus, 
about seven miles from Jerusalem’. After getting over their incredulity that 
the top media story in Jerusalem at that moment was unbeknown to their 
fellow traveller, the two disciples set about sombrely and patiently 
explaining to Jesus their utter sadness that the one they had hoped to save 
the world had been crucified on the cross like a common criminal. They use 
in verse 21 a perfectly ordinary verb in the imperfect tense: ˂ˉʾʸˇ˃ʶ˄ 
(hlpizomen). A sensible English translation of this word would be ‘we had 
hoped’ (see NRSV).  

The Greek imperfect tense denotes continuous action, perhaps because it 
took several attempts, or a long time to complete, or was simply an old 
routine. In this case, the lengthening of the initial vowel provides an augment 
of time, which, in turn, suggests that the action flows from the past. Clearly, 
Cleopas and the other unnamed disciple had been hoping that Jesus was the 
one to liberate and redeem the nation of Israel. But do they still have hope? 
Or the unfulfilled hopes have finally now been abandoned? It is possible that 
the horrendous events of the past days, culminating in the death on the 
cross, had brought an end to that habit of hoping. Who would blame the 
disciples for their dejection? 

How many times have we come across friends, family, and strangers with 
nothing to say except this simple verb of unsullied despair in the imperfect 
tense: ˂ˉʾʸˇ˃ʶ˄ ‘we had hoped’ – a last minute goal from the opposition; a 
double fault on the final point; an unwanted diagnosis; the resurgence of a 
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nasty addiction; the untimely end of a job; death etc … all inevitably elicit the 
rendering in one form or another of this verb: ˂ˉʾʸˇ˃ʶ˄ ‘we had hoped’. 
One of my many mentors in this circuit, the Rev Donald Sampson, recently 
explained to me that his ministry at the hospice often involves just paying 
attention to this verb tense ‘we had hoped’ in the experience of crushed 
hopes. I also have had the humbling experience of holding hands with people 
when all they could say was ‘we had hoped’. It is that moment of 
unfathomable distress and anguish, when only an agonizingly imperfect verb 
tense can capture what is indescribable. You, no doubt, have had such an 
experience. 

We don’t like those moments. We don’t want the imperfect tense. We like to 
hear future tenses. We like it when families and friends express hope that 
everything will be okay, that they will go on despite the tragedy, that 
everything will get back to normal, that they will get a grip. We like future 
tenses so much that we pat people on the back when in their deep grief they 
reassure us that the sun will rise tomorrow. Yes, we hope the future will be 
bright and we push the imperfect tense into background. Relentlessly, we 
foreground hope and shout down anxieties. But in this unwary moment, the 
journeying disciples verbalise their deepest emotions.  

Most of the time most of us can bite the lower lip when we must but at what 
cost? Often, past, and present imperfections are left unsaid, hurt feelings and 
harrowing experiences imperfectly shared, dreams and aspirations locked up 
in the cubicle of future tense. Yet wholesome healing may well lie in the 
imperfect tenses of our lives. An honest acknowledgement and sharing of 
pain and disappointment can catapult us into a creative space of healing and 
thoughtfulness whereas a brusque and brazen proclamation of hope can feel 
empty and hypocritical. Disappointment can easily be used as a cheap set-up 
for the knockout punch of the gospel. We don’t get it if we ever suggest that 
hope inevitably overcomes all disappointment. Much as I would like us all to 
proclaim the good news, I think it is equally important to reflect thoughtfully 
and honestly on the imperfections of the complex panorama of human 
experience. May the Lord bless you. 

Vincent 

Disclaimer: Do not use the claims in this piece for any language test revision 
Χ the claims are merely illustrative! 
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            SATURDAY  14
th

 OCTOBER 2017  

 

 Organ Recital to mark the 50
th

 

Anniversary of the  Pipe Organ music at 

Selly Oak Methodist Church  

 

PERFORMED BY OUR CHURCH ORGANISTS  

          10am Refreshments in the Hall  

         11am Organ Recital in Church  

 

Everyone welcome. There will be a 

Retiring Collection in aid of Church 

Property Projects  

 

Further details from Marion and Joe Biddlestone  
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Weoley Rangers, 122nd Brownies and Guides are holding a special 

Italian Evening  

to support MacMillan on 

Monday 16th October 2017 

We hope that you will be able to join us at any time  

between 6.30p.m. and 9.00 p.m. at Selly Oak Methodist Church 

 

We are aiming to complete two of the challenges set by  

Girlguiding Midlands in support of MacMillan, in a very unique way!! 

 

ôA mile for Macmillanõ We are attempting to cook and eat a mile of 

spaghetti during the evening (with a nice sauce and some garlic bread too).    

We need lots of people to come along and help us out!  If you havenôt got time 

to stop and eat with us, please pop in and collect some to take home. 

 

ôCoffee Evening for MacMillanõð we will also be serving Italian 

coffees, teas and treats as part of the MacMillan óWorldôs Biggest Coffee 

eventô  

Our prices will be very reasonable and all monies raised will be donated to 

MacMillan who do a fantastic job of supporting cancer patients and their 

families. 

Please spread the word, invite your friends and families and we hope as many 

of you as possible will join us to spend a bit of money supporting Macmillan. 

For more info please contact Karen Edwards at  somc.magazine@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:kazedwards@btinternet.com
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Happy New Year BBQ Tim Padley 

To celebrate the beginning of the new Church Year, we had a Family BBQ.  

Although the weather was rather erratic, the Grilling Team were able to 

shelter beneath the Waltonsô gazebos.  

An impressive feast of 

chicken, sausages, burgers, 

quiche and salads of dazzling 

variety were on offer and 

eagerly consumed, followed 

by plenty of gateaux, jelly and 

ice cream cones.  

Entertainment included 

croquet, micro-badminton, a 

get-to-know-you quiz and a 

woolly football that became 

heavier with each puddle it 

landed in.   

It was a great opportunity for 

the church congregations to 

get together.    
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We were having breakfast when our smart phone conveyed the incredible 

news.  The South African Governmentôs 1 trillion rand nuclear 

procurement deal – a lot of money even in pounds! – had been set aside 

by the High Court in Cape Town. 

Two little óDavidsô had taken on the Goliath-like Government and won.  

Son Sean heads up one of these two small organisations – the Southern 

African Faith Communitiesô Environment Institute (SAFCEI) – so we were 

understandably chuffed.  Together with Earth Life Africa, SAFCEI had 

been co-litigant in the court proceedings that called on President Zuma 

and his Energy Minister to justify their covert nuclear contract with Putinôs 

Russia.   

When news of the deal leaked out in 2015 it became apparent that 8 new 

nuclear stations or reactors were to be built by Russia.  This meant a huge 

financial commitment to some of the most risky and expensive energy 

technology in the world.  SAôs Parliament had been ignored in the 

procurement process, the contract was  (as seen by SAFCEIôs lawyers) 

written on the back of an envelope and the Energy Minister had acted in 

ways suggesting corruption, together with her President, on the grandest 

of scales.  At the eleventh hour of starting proceedings the Presidentôs 

legal team declared that the Government had suddenly ceded 

responsibility for the deal to the stateôs quasi-independent energy supplier!  

Fortunately, the judge wasnôt buying this blatant attempt by Zuma to avoid 

the regimeôs having to defend the indefensible.  After a slight delay, the 

two Davids had their day in court. 

Thanks to an independent judiciary and a Constitution that enshrines 

justice, the entire nuclear procurement deal was set aside while being 

deemed both unlawful and unconstitutional.  Had this not happened 

generations would have been impoverished by a covert deal that 

Greening our planet  Brian Brown, Rachel Stephens   
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endangered the environment, set aside the development of renewable 

energy sources and would drain the stateôs coffers for decades – 

essentially to the detriment of the poor. 

For a year SAFCEI staff had taken two-thirds of salary while legal costs 

were all-consuming.  Now the High Court not only ordered the Zuma 

administration to pay all legal costs but awarded punitive costs as well! 

Other than being a story of justice prevailing, why this coverage in our 

SOMC magazine?  It was not long before the legal proceedings that the 

Green Group in our Eco-friendly congregation sent a donation to SAFCEI, 

having heard of this organisationôs commitment to the greening of the 

planet and itôs challenging of SAôs Eco-unfriendly government.  Though a 

small amount it was a meaningful expression of solidarity and a reminder 

of how we are inter-dependent on this planet as never before. 

So itôs fitting that SOMC friends should share in our parental pride.  We 

give thanks to our Lord for truth and light prevailing over lies and 

darkness.  Christianity works.  

Brian 

άYou Can't do that Mr President!έ 

Just over a year ago the SOMC Green Group sent a very modest 

donation to SAFCEI (South African Faith Communities Environment 

Institute) in South Africa. But why was this group chosen?. This young 

and, as yet, small NGO is seeking to keep The South African 

savannah 'green' and both productive and environmentally clear. One 

of their early campaigns has been to bring to light a prospective deal 

arranged by President Jacob Zuma to engage Russian expertise to 

build nuclear power stations in South Africa. The project had not been 

brought to the South African Parliament for agreement, but was on the 

verge of contract signing when    SAFCEI  found out about it. The 
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power stations would cost South Africa billions of Rand and introduce 

into that area all the risks of nuclear leakage and accidental release of 

fatal doses of the nuclear fission material. 

But above all the energy thus released is not required. RSA has 

sufficient green wind, water and solar power sources to supply all its 

requirements, industrial as well as domestic. It would seem that the 

deal was a personal project of the President who has close links with 

Russia going back to the days of his own training during the South 

African apartheid regime. The discovery of the nuclear power proposal 

set up a 'David versus Goliath' situation but together with one other 

South African NGO our small partner went into action to stop this 

unnecessary programme.  

The news came out this summer that 'David ' has won the struggle and 

the nuclear deal is off.  Congratulations   SAFCEI   

It is a doubly sweet triumph for us at SOMC because the CEO of the 

tiny environmental group is Sean Brown, Marion and Brian Brown's 

younger son. 

Rachel 

Zimbabwean Congregation Charity Chitunhu 

In August the Methodist Church in Zimbabwe celebrated 40 years of 

autonomy from its parent the British Methodist Church. This was over 4 

days from 17-20 August. It was a resounding success as over 60000 

attended from all Zimbabweans from within and abroad. The Zimbabwean 

fellowship in the UK also attended - over 120 of us went home for this 

occasion. In spite the economic and political situation in Zimbabwe, people 

still turned up in their numbers. We wish the Zimbabwean Methodist another 

40 years of worship.  

Charity 
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Book Review: 'Unapologetic' by Francis Spufford   

Reviewed by Sheila Russell. 

The subtitle of this book is ñWhy, despite everything, Christianity can still 

make surprising emotional sense.ò  Authors of books of apologetics generally 

aim to show that Christianity is true, but Spufford does not claim to be a 

theologian (he has written books in many other genres) and this is not his 

aim in this book.  What he wants to show us is that Christianity draws on the 

ordinary vocabulary of human feeling; to show us that Christianity works, not 

whether our beliefs are true. 

Recent attacks by what are called the ónew atheistsô are aiming at the wrong 

target.   This is a book, he says, for believers who are fed up with being 

patronised.  He resents the fact that his daughter (only six when he wrote) is 

likely to be thought óweirdô by her contemporaries because her parents go to 

church and believe all sorts of weird things. But it is not true that Christians 

are dogmatic, that we believe in a sentimental father in the sky, or that we 

are irrational and donôt accept the theory of evolution (though some 

Christians are like this), and all the other things we are accused of.  In fact 

we donôt wake up in the morning and remind ourselves what we have to 

believe.  We wake up and accept that Godôs mercy exists, that we are loved 

and forgiven.  We cannot prove these things, but nor can anyone prove that 

feelings like hope, wonder, sorrow, rage, and grief exist.  The author says 

that he will attempt to explain how Christianity works, not whether our beliefs 

are true. 

In the succeeding chapters, Francis Spufford deals with different issues 

which are relevant to his theme.  In chapter two, he describes sin as the 

natural human tendency to mess things up, as in St Paulôs ñWhat I would not, 

that I do.  What I would, that I do notò.  Christianity does not have laws which 

tell you what is good and what is bad.  Instead we are told to love our 
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neighbour, and perfect love makes impossible demands on us.  Then we 

need, and can receive, Godôs forgiveness and love.   

There are times when we feel the need of God, but we do not feel that he is 

there to help us.  I have often felt that looking back, God was there all the 

time, helping me, and I failed to open myself up to this.  The resulting feeling 

of being accepted in spite of ourselves, illustrates Spuffordôs contention that 

knowledge is the wrong word to describe faith. On the problem of suffering, 

he says that we do not ask for a Creator who can explain things, but we do 

ask for a friend, to love and help us through   Our faith is contained in a 

story, the story of Jesus (p144) – the way of the cross. 

Our belief is contained in all the things that follow from the truth of this story.  

Where Jesus was present, God was present too.  We are talking about an 

event, and a real person in history.  God comes into what is ordinary, and 

changes it.  The tragedy of the cross is not wiped out, but accepted.  Evil is 

turned into good.  Spufford lists what he considers are the peculiarly 

Christian-committed evils in history – anti-semitism,  limiting Godôs love by 

building our own system of justice, confusing the Churchôs power with Godôs 

power, adopting as permanent the prejudices and habits of the different 

world views of the past.  The Church has accumulated religious óbaggageô, 

but we are free to do without it.  The consequence of living in grace, 

accepting forgiveness, and learning to love, is knowing that this never stops, 

whether you feel it or not.  God will still be there. 

Reviewed by Sheila Russell, formerly Librarian at the Queen’s Foundation.  
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The Rambling Group   David Walton 

This is a fellowship of people who enjoy walking in the countryside.  

We walk about 3 or 4 miles, finishing at a pub for lunch.  We usually meet on 

the last Saturday in most months except May, July, August and December. 

There is always an extra walk on New Year's Day.  Our walks normally take 

place in rural areas to the south or west of Birmingham, although we have at 

times taken in some of our more local scenery such as canal paths and 

parks.  With 9 walks a year there is plenty of opportunity to enjoy varied 

scenery.  For more information, please email somc.magazine@hotmail.co.uk 

David 

The Rambling Group   David Walton 

SOMC Photography Project   David Walton 

In the church hall we have a photo display of members of our congregation.  

It is important that all regular congregation members should have their photos 

displayed so that we can all get to know one another better.  If yours is not 

there or your photo needs updating, please meet David Walton in the 

welcome area after morning service on Sundays.  

If that is not convenient please contact me.  
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Selly Oak Live at Home Scheme   Alison Geary, Rachel Stephens 

At the end of June, we said thank you and good bye to Julie Chidgey, who 

had been Live at Home manager since 2014, and was moving on to work 

with the Deaf Children's Society. Tanya Jones joined as the new manager in 

August, and we are very glad to welcome her to Selly Oak to work alongside 

Pat Marsan,  activities co-ordinator.    

You may have already seen Tanya around the church: the office is now open 

every day of the week, from 9.0am or 9.30am to 3.0pm or 3.30pm.   Do drop 

in and greet her. Tanya has experience with a variety of age groups:  

she has taught social care to young people, then began running various 

At the beginning of May a party of 22 members and friends went on holiday 

to Bodelwydden Castle, a Warner Hotel resort in North Wales.  We had a 

wonderful week with beautiful weather and excursions to Llandudno and 

Chester.   

The facilities were wonderful with excellent food and plenty to do—outdoor 

boules, indoor curling, shuffleboard, quizzes, country walks, putting, croquet, 

line dancing, a stroll around the grounds and evening entertainment in the 

theatre. 

Weôve been going on these holidays during the past twenty years. Itôs a good 

way to relax for the five days.  We are booked to go to Sinah Warren next 

year from 14—18th May.  This is a hotel on the south coast of Hayling Island 

near Portsmouth.  Landlubbers most welcome—there is a road bridge to 

connect the island to the mainland.   Further information available from me 

by emailing somc.magazine@hotmail.co.uk.   

Maureen 

Bodelwydden Castle Maureen Osborne 
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activities for the older age group. Among other things, she is planning to start 

an exercise group for over 50s here in the near future: watch for further 

information. 

In 1943, MHA began its work with older people.  This was mainly with single 

women whose accommodation had been provided with their employment, 

who lost that security on retirement.  The work continues to develop as new 

needs arise. There are now over 50 Live at Home schemes across the 

country, and we are glad to be part of Methodist Homes' provision for older 

people in the 21st century.    

Alison and Rachel 

Birmingham Half Marathon       Fiona Barker 

Birmingham Womenôs Hospital was founded in 1842, and moved to its 

current site in 1994, and is one of only two trusts in the UK specialising in 

womenôs healthcare. My journey with the Womenôs Hospital began in 2015 

when I was diagnosed with endometriosis, affecting my bowel and ureter.  

Endometriosis is a surprisingly common condition, where tissue that behaves 

like the lining of the womb is found in other parts of the body.  Once 

recovered from surgery to remove the endometriosis, I discovered running! 

And, four months after my surgery I joined a beginners course in Bournville 

and now run about three times a week. Iôve discovered that I love running, 

mostly because running helps to me to feel physically and mentally bouncy, 

both of which are good things! So, on October 15th Iôm planning to run the 

Birmingham Half Marathon to raise funds for Birmingham Womenôs Hospital, 

as a way of saying thank you for their continued care, expertise, research 

and skill in the field of gynaecological medicine. Iôd love you to help me to 

raise funds for BWH, but equally happy just to be raising a little awareness 

about endometriosis and the gentle and skilled people at BWH. The details 

of my Just Giving page are below, but if youôd rather donate in a more 

traditional manner, do let me know.  

Fiona   https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/fiona-barker7 
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Tender deadline  Brian Noake 

You will all have noticed, by now, that our new kitchen is up and running. It 

will prove easier to use and keep clean in the future. 

A big thank you should be extended to all those who contributed towards it: 

church members, friends, organisations that use the premises, the 

Birmingham circuit and last, but by no means least, the Awards for All 

charity, which distributes lottery money. 

As a result of everybody's efforts, we have finished up covering the whole 

cost (and even a little bit more!) by the time that the kitchen itself was 

finished – a truly magnificent final outcome. 

Part of our submission for funds from the Awards for All charity, was that we 

hoped that we would be able to attract even more outside groups from the 

community onto our premises. We ran a survey last May, which showed 

that, on a typical week, there were more than twice as many non-church 

users as church members using our premises. So we now have an ongoing 

challenge to make sure that the kitchen is as widely used as possible and 

benefits even more people from the community around us. 

Mike  

Kitchen update  Mike Fisher 

The old £1 coins will cease to be legal tender from 15th October. 

You are welcome to get rid of your old £1 coins in the collection plates at 

Selly Oak Methodist Church until then. 

Brian 



 

Page 16 

Selly Beans Toys Appeal Lorna Hewitt 

Our church mums and toddlers stay and play group goes forward into its 4th 

year with a full register and waiting list. 

Some of the toys are looking a bit worse for wear. 

If you have any toys that you would like to donate, suitable for 2 – 3 year old 

children, the group would be grateful. 

The toys should be in good condition as they need to stand up to being 

played by a large group of children on a weekly basis. 

We are not able to accept tricycles or sit in cars due to lack of storage space 

and play area space. 

Please see me or our new Family Worker, Julia Sheard if you are able to 

help. 

Thank you. 

Lorna 

British Methodist Youth Choir 

The British Methodist Youth Choir 

will be holding a concert at SOMC 

on  7th October at 7:30 pm during 

the BMYC weekend from 6th-8th 

October.  We are appealing to 

members of the church family to 

accommodate these talented young 

people on 6th and 7th October. 

Please let the stewards know if you 

can offer bed and breakfast on these 

days to one or two.   

Richard  

https://www.bmyc.info 
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Open House - A social time for the over-60s Jane Walton 

Tuesdays 10.00am – 12.00pm 

Open House has continued throughout the summer on 

most Tuesdays. 

Our activities have included an outing to Compton Verney 

and a morning in the garden. 

Other morning entertainment has included quizzes, talks, 

crafts, and games.   

Forthcoming events include a photo show by Jenny and Mike Fisher, a 

singer, a visit from the police and a carols and mince pie morning. 

Please see notice in Welcome area for dates of morning activities. 

On the second and fourth Tuesday of each month we offer a very popular 

lunch. We welcome people to join us for lunch, even if they cannot attend for 

the earlier part of the morning.    Please note if you wish to come for lunch on 

any Tuesday you need to notify Jean Sterne by the Thursday before the 

meal. 

Date to note: Our Christmas meal this year is on Tuesday 12th 

December. Please book early.  

We welcome new comers so please join us. 

If you could offer help in the kitchen or serving coffee or lunch we would also 

welcome you.  

Jane  

Bryan Higgs 

Congratulations to Bryan Higgs who will celebrate his 90th birthday on 24th 

November,  Bryan has held almost all the ñjobsò since the St. Johnsôs  

Wesleyan and joint Selly Oak churches.  He was Treasurer for the fund to 

build our church  here.  The Circuit and Deaconess Centre have both used 

his talents and time. 

He is now taking a back seat and we all wish him well. 

Happy Birthday Bryan. 
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Traidcraft Update Naomi Adelson 

You may have noticed that Sainsburyôs own brand standard tea no longer 

carries the official Fair Trade mark. Instead they have started their own ófairly 

tradedô scheme. This is very disappointing because suppliers will lose out on 

many of the benefits that Fair Trade provided, for example independent 

certification of standards and control over how profits are spent.  

Detailed information can be found on the Fair Trade Foundation website 

http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/Media-Centre/Blog/2017/May/FAQs-about-

Sainsburys-Foundation-and-Fairtrade. 

We would like to suggest two actions that supporters of Fair Trade can take: 

1. Sign the online petition to Sainsburyôs encouraging them not to 

abandon Fair Trade certification https://www.change.org/p/sainsbury-s-

don-t-ditch-fairtrade 

2. If you usually buy your tea from Sainsburyôs, switch to an officially Fair 

Trade certified supplier such as the Co-op. In response to the news we 

have also started stocking tea on the Traidcraft stall again. 

 

We are also taking orders for items from Traidcraftôs huge range of seasonal 

goods.  Orders placed through the Traidcraft stall will be delivered to the 

church, so you will save on P&P and perhaps cut down on the number of 

associated journeys.  Products include the Real Advent Fair Trade Calendar 

which óunwrapsô the Christmas story a day at a time (£3.99), cards from 

£3.50 for 10, seasonal biscuits, after-dinner chocolates and of course  

decorations, including the Campervan Nativity (£10).   

We have some copies of the Traidcraft catalogue for perusal on the stall, or 

you can view the catalogue on-line at www.traidcraftshop.co.uk    

Orders can also be emailed to somc.magazine@hotmail.co.uk 

The Traidcraft team are an enthusiastic bunch who would welcome new 

members to make sure the stall is opened each Sunday after the morning 

service.  If you are able to assist, Peter and Hazel would love to hear from 

you. 

Naomi 
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A helping hand in Greece Diana Boyles 

We discovered United Society Partners in the Gospel (USPG) at Greenbelt 2016. 

Our son had been to university with a friend who had completed a óJourney 

With Usô placement and was speaking at the festival, and he suggested I 

seek her out. I did so and found myself listening to a talk by Father Malcolm 

Bradshaw, senior chaplain, from St Paulôs Church, Athens. He gave a 

compelling talk, about refugees fleeing from war, oppression and danger, and 

seeking safety in Europe. He talked about the risks that they undertook to 

travel, and the poor conditions that many were living in within Greece. 

Alongside the 60,000 refugees newly arrived in Greece, many Greeks were 

suffering hugely as a consequence of the financial crisis. Unemployment is 

about 30%, and everyone was living on reduced incomes, many in dire 

situations. The situation in Greece felt like it was our problem; one that 

Europe had a part in creating, and one where Europe had to be part of the 

solution - so by default, our problem.  

Initially it looked as though a placement in Athens would not be possible but 

by Christmas things had changed.  We decided to look again, which very 

quickly led to us arriving in Athens for a nearly 10 week, óJourney With Usô 

placement on 22nd February 2017. 

Unusually, for óJourney With Usô, we were hosted by the Anglican Church, St 

Paulôs, but were working within a Salvation Army (SA) project supported by 

St Paulôs. The SA have a centre in Athens from where they offer informal 

schooling for refugee children, an anti trafficking unit and a day centre. Roger 

and I worked in the day centre which provided non food items including 

nappies, hygiene products, clothes, and milk to families and individuals. I 

spent my time interviewing refugee families to try and understand more about 

them and what help they needed. Families originated mainly from Syria, 

Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq and Eritrea, but we also helped local Greek families. 

Without exception, all had sad and traumatic stories of their experience and 

were struggling to see how they would be able to become independent, and 

support themselves and their families. For the refugees, even where their 
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status entitled them to be able to work, their job prospects were poor. Their 

occupational qualifications were not recognised in Greece, most did not have 

any Greek language skills and jobs were scarce. Many were separated from 

family members, some of whom were in other European countries or still 

back at their country of origin, where they were still facing dangers.  

Roger worked distributing the products we were able to give out. On some 

days it felt like we had so little to give, but every day we were open, we were 

faced with long queues of refugees, keen to have what ever could be 

provided.  

We spent a week working on Lesvos with Lighthouse Relief another project 

supported by St Pauls.  Lesvos is an Island very close to Turkey, and is one 

of the islands where large numbers of refugees have landed from Turkey 

having crossed the Aegean Sea. Lighthouse welcome any refugee boats that 

arrive, carry out spotting during the day and night for refugee boats, do eco 

cleaning to render the beaches back to their original state, and also up-

cycling the rubber boats and lifejackets retrieved into items that can be sold 

to support the refugee work. Itôs not until you work with the rubber from the 

boats that you realise how flimsy the boats were, and how unsuitable they 

are to be used for the passage of humans across a five mile stretch of open 

sea. 

Whilst we were on Lesvos there wasnôt a landing, but we did all the other 

roles. On the day we left a refugee boat capsized and all except two of the 

twenty-five  passengers were lost. Such a desperately sad event.  

We also supported a project which made and took out, sandwiches and tea 

to rough sleepers on the streets of Athens. This project supported refugees 

and local Greeks, who were amongst the most desperate of those we met. It 

was for one of the rough sleepers that I made a sleeping mat out of recycled 

plastic carrier bags. I had great pleasure in giving it to a Greek rough sleeper 

and was impressed to see how well he looked after it. 

The situation in Greece is very complex. Underlying all the refugee issues is 

the financial crisis which has wiped out the Greek middle class and created 

real difficulty for all. Most refugees didnôt plan to live in Greece, but due to the 
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Letter from the Editor Tim Padley 

I hope you have enjoyed this issue of the Magazine.  

My thanks go once again to the contributors and proof-readers who make 

this magazine what it is.  The next issue is due in December. If you have an 

event or a project you would like to share, articles can be emailed to 

somc.magazine@hotmail.co.uk or copy can be left in the 'M' pigeonhole at 

church. 

Our church website has had a make-over that was long overdue.  Please 

visit www.somc.org.uk  and take a look.  One way to access this is through a 

Google search.   The website is still work-in-progress - if you would like an 

entry for your group added or changed, please get in touch.     Tim  

closed borders, and the asylum processes, have no opportunity to go 

elsewhere. Some of the lucky few will be allowed to join family members 

under the reunification programme, or will be accepted under the relocation 

programme, but the majority of the 60,000 refugees in Greece have no hope 

of relocating to other countries.  

We have seen hardship and desperation alongside goodness and generosity. 

Volunteers from all around the world, including local Greeks, are working in 

many different locations and projects to make things better for refugees, but 

the situation is desperate and will continue to be for the foreseeable future. 

There is a challenge for us to recognise that the crisis in Greece is not over, 

but has changed. The numbers arriving are fewer, but the challenges for 

those already there are huge.  

This has been a wonderful experience, both deeply traumatic and wonderfully 

life affirming. Weôre still seeking to process what we've seen, and understand 

what more we should do to help. 

Diana  

Roger and Diana have recently retired from Chandlerôs Ford to Nantwich  
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Have you ever read any of these?  

Fleeing ISIS, Finding Jesus by Charles Morris and Craig Borlase 

Reconciliation: The Journey of a Lifetime by Brian Castle 

Iôm Fine by Wendy Billington 

Eyes turned skyward by Max Meyers  

One Yellow Door by Rebecca de Saintonge 

No?  Try the Church Library. 

Or, for a slightly heavier readé 

Rethinking Holiness by Bernie A. vaan de Walle 

Love is His Meaning by Keith Ward 

Again, try the Church Library. 

Or, more of a weighty read:  

The Day the Revolution Began by Tom Wright 

Youôve guessed it - in the Church Library 

Marilyn  

Just a thought ... Marilyn Dimond 

Julia is the latest addition to the pastoral team at Selly Oak.  She writes: 

Friends, 

I have been asked to introduce myself as your new family worker. 

Iôm Julia and for the last 8 years I have been working as the family worker for 

Bransholme Methodist church and also as the youth worker for Willerby 

Methodist church both In Hull. 

I am currently living at Queens Theological Foundation with my husband 

Matt (who has just started his training to become a Methodist presbyter) and 

my two children Bethany who is 6 and Jacob who is 2. 

I love films, cake and love a cup of tea! 

I am passionate about making links with non- churched families and making 

church accessible for them. I am also passionate about people and making 

relationships and building community. 

I would value your prayer support as we journey together and I look forward 

From Julia and Matt Sheard 
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to sharing with you over the next two years. 

Please feel free to ask me any questions about what Iôm doing or how things 

are going. I will be more than happy to let you know 

Thank you for the welcome you have given me already. 

Yours in faith, 

Julia  
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Preaching Plan 

 8th October 15th October 22nd October 29th October 

 Ordinary 27 
Isaiah 5:1-7 
Psalm 80:7-15 
Philippians 3:4b-14 
Matthew 21:33-46 

Ordinary 28 
Isaiah 25:1-9 
Psalm 23 
Philippians 4:1-9 
Matthew 22:1-14 

Ordinary 29 
Isaiah 45:1-7 
Psalm 96:1-9  
(10-13) 
1 Thessalonians 
1:1-10 
Matthew 22:15-22 

Ordinary 30 
Leviticus 19: 
1-2, 15-18 
Psalm 1 
1 Thessalonians 2: 
1-8 
Matthew 22:34-46 

8:30 am A Geary HC D Eadie HC B Brown HC A Geary HC 

10:30 am A Geary V Jambawo CoV B Brown M Freeman 

6:30 pm J Craske V Jambawo HC T Malcolm N Jones 

 5th November 12th November 19th November 26th November 

 Ordinary 31 
Micah 3:5-12 
Psalm 43 
1 Thessalonians 2:9
-13 
Matthew 23:1-12 

Ordinary 32 
Solomon 6:12-16 
or Amos 5:18-24 
Canticle: Solomon 
6:17-20 or Psalm 
70 
1 Thessalonians 
4:13-18 
Matthew 25:1-13 

Ordinary 33 
Zephaniah 1:7,  
12-18 
Psalm 90: 
1-8 (9-11) 12 
1 Thessalonians 
5:1-11 
Matthew 25:14-30 

Sunday Before 
Advent 
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 
20-24 
Psalm 95:1-7a  
or Psalm 100 
Ephesians 1:15-23 
Matthew 25:31-46 

8:30 am V Jambawo HC B Brown HC D Eadie HC V Jambawo HC 

10:30 am A Geary HC V Jambawo R V Jambawo 
V Jambawo  

Toy Service 

6:30 pm N Johnson R Frank V Atkinson HC A Richards 


