Eve; First Harvest; and an Annual Fiji wide Metlsbathurch conference
held in an agreed host Division. Amongst othemndhi the annual confer-
ence provides an opportunity for members of thehigidist church to give
their pledges to the church, pilgrimages to histdrchurch locations in
Fiji, a week long choral carnival, a bazaar foditianal artifacts sales and
also a time for renewal of faith and social bond®ig the different vil-

lage communities in Fiji.

The main services held in the church include: $@yievening prayer ser-
vice; Sunday early morning prayer service; Wedngselzening prayer

service; Sunday mid morning church service; Surelaning church ser-
vice; Monthly circuit church service; Women’s ciitcichurch service

(quarterly); Men'’s fellowship circuit church sergi¢quarterly); Sunday
School circuit church service (quarterly).

The hymns used during the church service are flmmFijian Methodist

hymn book, the tunes which closely resemble theicru®vided by the

missionaries. Chorus are occasionally sung toold€ni are an integral
part of the formal worship as they are normallyextpd to be in the pres-
ence of the parents and village elders during tlieaty of the sermon on
the main Sunday mid morning service.

In line with Methodist Church in Fiji guidelines @rconstitution, the

church also performs various church related a@bitvith other churches
in the area. These include: Sunday school ral¥esith rallies, Annual

Division Youth Camps; Women'’s fellowship ralliesels fellowship ral-

lies; Circuit choir competition; Annual country vedviethodist choir com-
petition; Visitations to hospitals etc.

SELLY OAK METHODIST CHURCH
LANGLEYS ROAD
BIRMINGHAM, B29 6HT

www.somc.org.uk
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It is very easy to sit in church at Selly Oak and forget that we
are one of many thousands of churches around the world
holding a Christian service.

A glance round our congregation soon makes one realise that
there are people from many countries worshiping with us. In
this booklet they tell us about their own churches and
we can gain a new understanding of the world church

You may find it helpful to use this booklet as a prayer guide
and a way of thinking about other churches.

Many thanks to those who have contributed . We hope other
people from overseas will tell us about their church and we
extend our knowledge and understand still further

ZAMBIA

The United Church of Zambia,
St. Andrew’s Congregation,
Lusaka.

Friday Nkhoma

The Congregation has rmembership
900 to 1200 members. It has differen
groups and these are Women, Men an
Youth Christian Fellowships, Boys &
Girls Brigades, Sunday school, HIV/
AIDS Millennium Project, Social Welfare, Globalimat Committee, 3
Choirs etc.

The church leadership consist of Executive (Merish-charge chair,
Congregation Secretary, Vice Secretary and Tregsutteen Pastoral
Committee, Congregation Council, Annual General fibgewith seven
sections each with four elders and six stewards.

The church celebrates Christitastivals and these are Unity week, Psalm
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FlJl Moses Dukanivosa

Vanuadina Village Methodist Church is a Fijian vil-
lage church. The Church comes under the supe! F\\
sion of a circuit minister who reports to the Divi o
sion minister or superintendent in accordance w
the organisational structure of Methodist Churc
Conference in Fiji.

Methodism in Vanuadina village is said by the el
ers to be the direct influence of the early impafct
Methodist missionary work in Rewa and Bau, two yegrbwerful Fijian
tribes on the south-eastern part of Fiji’'s maiansl. Interactions between the
missionaries and the chiefs paved the way for esiparevangelism and as-
sociated Methodist training and education for Ischi fact an important part
of Fiji's colonial history is closely knit with théevelopment that early Meth-
odist missionaries brought. Significant of thesdyeahurch developments
was the translation and printing of the first Fijidible on the island of
‘Viwa' and the establishment of a seminary trainicentre in ‘Navuloa’.
Trained local pastors often got posted to villagesg the route of the mis-
sion work to further cultivate and help sustain fduéh in the village commu-
nities. Vanuadina's location within the area in @rhthis early church devel-
opment was taking place proved beneficial. The wadrRastors assisted the
early rooting of Methodism in Vanuadina and othigrilar village communi-
ties within the area. This was also aided in gdrmraillage leaders or chiefs
who were transformed by the gospel. Their socidl iastitutional influence
contributed to the communal turning to Christianrstgp and practice. For
the village of Vanuadina, an outstanding contritnutio the institutionalisa-
tion of Methodism with its people is the late Oi&fabutu. Orisi was the
‘Vunikalou’ (leader of the ‘Naiwau’ clan or ‘yavu$aat that time during the
early 1900's.

There are about fifty families who worship at theich today. They contrib-
ute to the management and organisation of the blauactivities. The church
continues to grow in numbers

Various festivals that the church celebrates inelu@hildren’s Sunday or
Palm Sunday; Easter Sunday; Christmas Day; Motl@irisday, New Year’'s
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church also exists outside Iraq , in UK, USA, Cana#fiolland, Sweden , Aus-
tralia, France , Norway, Germany, Iran, Jordaniggyiiurkey and Greece .

There are three functioning Monasteries for menre/tibey can live and get

their training either to be Priests or Monks AlgDora seminary which was

established since 1860 in Mosul, it then movedlteDora in Baghdad. The

Babylon College which is just a few yards from g@minary is where the

priests and the ordinary people get together amdlystither to become priests
or lay workers in the church . Because of presguaation has moved to north
Irag because of the lack of safety . Severald&am monks and nuns belong
to other orders of the Catholic Church, the Donang Carmelites, Francis-
cans, Redemptorists, Salesians, the brothers afl&ecand the Little Sisters of
Jesus.

This Institute for Religious Education, providésee year course in Christian
studies students are awarded a diploma. A twosyaaurse in Eastern Liturgy
also in Baghdad ,student will be provided with atifieate. The church pro-

vides a Marriage Councillors course.

The year in the Chaldean Church Calendar is divideseven seasons, the
first is Advent it lasts for four weeks, Christmaso weeks, then the Baptism
of Jesus for seven weeks. Lent which is for seveeks, when people fast
every day except Sundays, leading to Easter .

The congregation where | worshipped in Baghdad 2@@ifamilies as mem-
bers. For Sunday School which was on Friday, nad8y, we used to have up
to 200 children starting from age three to 18 ye#ts the church was the only
place where they felt they could play and relax ailsd learn about their faith.
They loved coming to the church , if their familyamts to punish them, they
will say to their children 'no church tomorrow'.

On May 2nd 2007 the leaders of the church met Attelbishop of Canter-
bury, Rowan Williams; they asked him to help thagl Christians those who
are inside Iraq and the ones who are seekingmasiyllWK, to be granted asy-
lum.

We have a big Iragi Christian community in Londwaere we rent a church
to meet every Sunday , we can not offer to buy @oeethis means that the
meetings are very limited. The church is run bydgbib Jajou , the church has
website to help those in other parts of the UK donmunicate and to know
about any important events.

10

Sunday, Ash Wednesday, Easter (Holy) week, HaiSastlay, Christmas
and the church has also devised some festivals dahatcelebrated,
Women Christian week (Mothering Sunday), Youth Wé¥kuth Sun-

day), HIV/AIDS Awareness Sunday, Globalization SapdBible Society
Sunday, Theological Education By Extension in Zanm@IEEZ) Sunday
and Theological College Sunday.

The church was born in 1964, prior to independediffsrent denomina-
tions came together to form the United Church aihBm (UCZ). These
churches were Methodist Church, Church of Scotl@uwincil for World
Mission(CWM) then London Mission Society (LMS), Gbh of France
(CEEVA), Barothse Church, and Copperbelt Free Ghugo the Church
is protestant in nature and its liturgy is suche Thurch has usual services
and special services like induction service of & resident Minister.

The church being protestant uses the Hymns andnBsgimnal prepared
by British Methodist Conference, Baptist Union, @thes of Christ,
Church of England, Congregational Federation, MdigtaChurch in Ire-
land, United Reformed Church, and the Wesleyan fRefdnion pub-
lished in 1983 by Methodist Publishing House Petaybgh. The church
being a Zambian church, traditional music instruteeare used and the
modern music instruments (Key boards, guitar ete) ased too. The
church has also Zambian songs that are composdéd byusic directors
and these are used by the choirs in most cases.

Children are special in the church, they have Sunday $dhasses, and
once in a month and on special Sundays they cotoghe service. They
present what they have been learning songs, bitdenary verses,
sketches and drama.

The church has a long history in @sumenical relationswith other de-
nominations. On Psalm Sunday churches in the amae ¢ogether in an
open space for prayers, songs and preaching ofdbpel early in the
morning, then a march past going to different ddnations for their
usual mass. In 2007 nine denominations participé@dtioman Catholic, 2
Living Water Church, UCZ St. Andrews, 2 Baptist @ty Dutch Re-
formed Church, and Anglican Church. It is also anber of the following
ecumenical bodies Council of Churches in Zambia L\l Africa
Conference on Churches (AACC), World Alliance offdtmed Churches
(WARC), Council for World Mission (CWM) and the WdrCouncil of
Churches (WCC).
3



GHANA

Janet Mamsah

The Methodist church in Ghana has se
branches throughout the country One o
smaller branches is Dadiesoaba Wesley
odist church. The church is located at
esoaba, a village in the Asutifi distriict of
Brong-Ahafo Region of Ghana. The chu@™ "2

has a membership of 265 adults and 85 §j _:q_“.df

dren. It has a resident Minister and 5 outreach

churches in the surrounding villages.

Apart from the various Christian festivals like @&timas, Easter and Good
Friday etc, the church celebrates marriage ceressonbt necessarily
weddings but traditional ones of its members. Thatll ceremonies like
the burial of a dead member, its funeral celebnatind the thanksgiving
or memorial services are arranged and attendelebgritire church.

There is one service on Sunday between 9.30 anOfdm The service
begins with the choir and the singing band proogsdiollowed by the
preacher. In addition to hymns that are sung frbm Methodist hymn
books, there are other gospel songs that are soetiynm Akan, the local
language, with clapping of hands, drumming aridcttagn This normally
takes place during the period of praises and oiferAnother kind of mu-
sic used during service is ‘abibidwom' It is a kiofltraditional music
with lyrics praising God. One or two members simgrchangeably while
the entire congregation join in from time to tintetl?e prompt from the
singer.

There are early morning services on Monday, Wednesaad Friday be-
tween 5 am and 6 am. On Sundays between 5 am amdv@rious classes
meet to discuss the bible At this service, membeesgiven the opportu-
nity to ask questions on the bible and give answerpiestions in the bi-
ble. Members who attend the service are recordddranse who were un-
able to attend are visited in their homes and ptdye

The children have their service differently. Howewvihey are given a
Sunday in the year for them to conduct a Sundayicgeto demonstrate
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The children join in all the services except on d&nmorning and after-
noon where they have their own children services.

At the beginning the church used translated soraga the western mis-
sionary but now have developed their own traditis@ngs and tunes
and these are now becoming more popular in thechhagrvices than the
translated western songs.

The church is a missionary minded church and spedsb33 missionar-
ies who are working in India and abroad. The chuschlso involved in

the local development committee set up by differemirches and the
NGO'’s for better education for children, give awass to the people
about alcohol and drug abusive, and help the poditize needy.

|RAQ Rania Yousif

The Chaldean Catholic Church

Chrisitianity took root in Mesopotamia (Iraq) ireth
first Century.The good news was brought by apc
tles; Toma, one of the twelve, Addie one of the se

enty , two disciples of Jesus, and his pupils Mad |
Aggai. The spoken language for the Chaldean co
munity is Aramaic and we and worship in Aramai¢
the language of Jesus.

We are descendants of Abraham who was a citizebroin Babylonion.
The church has bishops and patriarchs . Thelfistiop John Sulaga was
appointed in 1553. Then in 1830 Pope Pius VIl coméd John Hormiz
as the Patriarch of Babylon of the Chaldeans'. ptesent patriarch
Emmmanuel Ill Deli was elected by the College ofigips in 2003 after
the death of Patriarch Bidawid. We have links w&bme but we have
our differences as well.

There are about 24 churches in Baghdad which twskdve regular ser-
vices nowadays none can be regular. There aredvierlIMosul and Ar-
bil, six in Alqosh , four in Kirkuk, five in Duhokiwo in Zakho, two in
Basra and one in each of Imara , Hillah and BaljubaThe Chaldean
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‘Network Gatherings’ at different denominationalucthes, like at the Catho-
lic, Anglican, Salvation and Methodist. The NetWwaersits the sick, bereaved,
assisted the poor, and even does some counseRagularly, churches would
get together for a common national prayer eventtaagriests from all the at-
tending denominations would share the platform. 1’"}’»&‘&“" ,

would be heart-warming. : .

This is Charity Chitunhu showing her red uniform §&
which is common sight in Zimbabwe

The Christmas festival is the most exciting. It would
marked by an all-night prayer session. Therelvéla lo
of gifts and the spirit of joy and celebration. eTlhave and the have nots’
would come to church to worship and eat togethemteser would have been
donated by the people themselves. There wouldkbteaages/distributions of
gifts.

INDIA Rev. L. Lawmsanga

Presbyterian Church, Khatla, Mizoram,

It is a big church with total members of 2331 imihg
children.

The Church celebrates majGhristian festivals Palm |
Sunday, Good Friday, Easter, Pentecost, Christmds
New Year. Besides these the church observes sarak 18 =
important days like Missionary Day, World Sunday&al Day, Hospital Sun-
day, etc.

The church has different kinds sérvicesBible and Christian ethics study on
Wednesday evening, Prayer and sharing on Satukasyng, Sunday morning
is totally devoted to Sunday Schools for adults emttiren separately. The to-
tal enrolment of Sunday school students is 2148rm8n services are in the
afternoon and evening on every Sunday. There uséx ta regular morning
prayer at the church all through the year. Morepther whole month of Sep-
tember is dedicated for the mission and revival r@tibe local church organ-
ises a month long programme on mission and evamgeli
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what they have been doing. The church has affiliatvith other churches
in the village. There is a week long joint sernvioeall the churches in the
village every year The position for the chair of jbint churches associa-
tion moves annually from church to church.

SOUTH AFRICA Lindile Xaba

| am from Pretoria in South Africa. The name of theirch | used to at-
tend was St Johns Methodist church based in Paettora military Area
called Thabatswane in South Africa. It is a smdiu€h comprising of
about 200 members with its own Minister sometingsssded by chaplains
from military Units. We normally celebrate festigdike Easter Festivals,
have holy communions each and every first weelhefrhonth, do wed-
dings of the members, conduct funerals, baptism @dfirmation of
members.

The Morning service is conducted in English stgrfrom 9 am till 10 am
and the service starting from 11lam till 1 pm catdd either in Xhosa,
tswana or Zulu languages where we sing and dathap,ic these lan-
guages. The morning is English singing with an oigfahelping. The
children go to their different Classes that we &lhday school till the
end of the services.

Our church is very much involved in visiting lodalwnships where we
invite people to come and join us, and we visitldeal hospitals and hos-
pices giving hope and support to people and sorsstiocal prisons. We
also arrange feeding the poor and street kids wivereook meals for
them. We also have evening Services and bible shsoos. It is growing
step by step as the place is small and havingflalifterent denomina-
tions.

ZIMBABWE

ZIMBABWE METHODIST (HWISIRI/WESLEY)

Faria Masekesa

The services are very lively, well attended, mostiyformed and con-



ducted in our own languages. It enjoys a massileviing back home.

Attendance used to be about 200 people for jusiraal service. Holy
Communion services are periodically held but nemeaberly

We celebratedNew Year as an overnight service. There used to be a
myth that on the stroke of the New Year, it woltidrider and the noise
would be heard, so by the second there would be sience.

Palm Sundayis celebrated by a march along the road whereloplpe
will be laying palms, leaves, cloths amid musiayvaeds the church. At
the church the praise and worship follows the hibbaling

Easter: preparations would start about three weeks easiben small
groups would rotate in their neighbourhood at nigbthducting prayers in
line with the spirit of Easter. On the Thursdaghtibefore Good Friday,
people assemble at a chosen church for the yealeébrations. We used
to assemble at three churches within walking distaof each other.
Virgil starts. There is no sleeping but praise aratship. An elder or
priest or church leadership would open the seraiog then it becomes
open to revelations/witness by whosever feelsdikgng something, in an
orderly manner, with musical interludes and dancifidhe mood is just
blissful. The songs are in line with the events &Vhen | survey the
wondrous cross,,,” and the bible readings accolginduring the day
people are put in groups to go out in the vicimifyabout 5 km/miles to
spread the gospel to the public and invite theiglko join them. They
worshiped at different houses. Some people coede¢hrough these ses-
sions and followed forever. Towards the end ofdhg, people leave for
another church. Virgil continues on the SaturdéemvJesus was buried.
Saturday evening the congregation moves to the #ud final church.
The overnight services continue. Very early Sunaeyning the gospel
is about the mystery of resurrection. There waldbig Holy Commun-
ion service. .

There is a Sunday of the coming of thely Spirit. It is a Sunday service
where people are usually in uniform and praisevaoighip is just slightly
longer than normally the case. There is usuallyy HBommunion. We
did not talk in tongues though.

Harvest, would be marked by different products being brdughchurch.
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Depending on what an individual does for a liviqeggople would bring
vegetables, maize, or whatever produce of theld,fimoney, livestock, to
virtually anything one can think of. Some peopleuld bring goods from
their businesses so they could be sold and the ynooverted to the har-
vest fund.

Marriage services were held mostly on Saturdays, at thecbhwvith full
attendance and there would be a ceremony aftee chlarch would give
gifts through its different groups like women, yloutmen, choir and indi-
viduals as well.

In the event of death there will bédumeral service conducted at the church
but if the family wanted it otherwise, it would la¢ their home, conducted
by the priest.

Our hymns are the same as those here, only they have baesiated into
our languages. There may be very few additionscaineknt choruses. The
other difference could just be the tunes. A fameigin our service may fol-
low our music by simply substituting the words tor dzymnbook songs.
We spice our music by the use of drums (hgoma)keska(hosho), kudu
horns (hwamanda), clapping hands, dancing the Zmbaviethodist way.
The Zimbabwe Methodist Church has a very big follmpand we are proud
to say thachildren formed a very big part of our congregation. Thesed
to be a Sunday school before the main service.children were grouped
according to ages and taught different things atingly. They would join
the main service at the beginning with all otheBometimes, the service
will be conducted by the children, Such servicesildde short in accor-
dance with the level of the children’s attentiondls. It was lovely.

There is an annual event fgrassing out and confirming individuals’to
full membership. The confirmed members will beiglie to wear their uni-
forms with the ‘red’ colour for women’s blousesdrielts and collars for
girls, red big sling belt for men and a white slivgjt surrounded by the red
strip for boys. This occasion usually marks thetfday for the receipt of
the Holy Communion. It's a memorable service.

The church in Zimbabwe has more women than mere Wdmen have a
‘NETWORK’ (RUWADZANO/MANYANO) . This network, as the name
implies, networks with other denominations on a thignbasis, holding
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